[Toxic hepatitis associated with tamoxifen use. A case report and literature review].
Tamoxifen is an antiestrogenic drug that acts by binding to the estrogen receptor. The drug is used as a co-adjuvant treatment in advanced breast cancer expressing the oestrogen-receptor protein. Clinical trials of tamoxifen have shown its efficacy in reducing mortality and recurrence rates over a five-year treatment. Cases of tamoxifen-associated hepatotoxicity have been described, including cholestasis with or without cytolysis and steatohepatitis. We report the case of a female patient who developed hepatic alterations while undergoing continuous tamoxifen treatment. We also present an overview of similar cases published to date and comment on the advisability of continuing or suppressing this treatment in patients with hepatotoxicity or after a five-year treatment period.